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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
 

 
Course goals 

Familiarise students with the of the second book of the Canon, titled "The people of 
God" and consisting of three parts: The Christ's faithful, The hierarchical Constitution 
of the Church, Institutes of Consecrated life and Societies of Apostolic life. 
Teach the students how to understand, comment and apply particular norms 
referring to the mentioned topics focusing on the interpretation of the juridical 
status of the Church members, their obligations and   rights within the selected 
order and ecclesiastical office. 
Teach students to judge the differences between canon and civil law with respect to 
the matter of the II. book of the Code. 

Course enrollment 

requirements and 

core competencies 

 

Expected learning 
outcomes at the 
course level (4-10 
learning outcomes) 

After successfully completing the course the student will be able to: 
1. Understand the legal order and mission of the Church in the light of the II. Vatican 
Council teaching 
2. Know the legal status, and the rights and obligations of Christ's believers with 
regard to their position and ministry in the Church. 
3. To be able to recognize the legal framework for the activities of members and 
institutions of God's people in a specific state system. 
4. Argue the importance of the provisions concerning the church services within the 
hierarchical organization of the Church. 
5. Explain the legal status, mission and charism of the Institution of Consecrated Life 
and the Society of Apostolic Life and their place in the Church, and the differences 
between them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Detailed course 
content (weekly 
class schedule) 

Introduction to II. book of the Code. The Church in the Light of the II. Vatican Council 
teaching (4). 
Biblical aspect of the Church (5). 
Church as God's People in the doctrine of the II Vatican council (3). 
Christ's faithful in general, juridical aspect of the faithful, their rights and obligations 
(5). 
Lay members of Christ's faithful and their obligations and rights (5). 
Sacred ministers or clerics and their obligations and rights (6). 
Personal prelatures and associations of Christ's faithful (2). 
The hierarchical constitution of the Church (1). 
The supreme authority of the Church (5). 
Particular Churches and the authority constituted within them (4). 
Groupings of particular Churches (1). 
The internal ordering of particular Churches (5). 
Norms common to all institutes of the consecrated life (1). 
Religious institutes (3). 
Secular institutes (2). 
Societies of Apostolic life (1). 

 ☒ lectures 
☒ individual tasks 

☐ multimedia 

☐ laboratory 

 ☐ seminars and workshops 

Format of course 
instruction: 

☐ exercises 

☐ on line entirely 



 ☐ combined e-learning ☐ mentorship work 

☐ (other)  ☐ field instruction 

Student obligations Regular class attendance and active participation. 

Screening student 
work (specify 
portion in ECTS 
credits per each 
activity so that total 
number of ECTS 
credits corresponds 
to the ECTS credit 
value of the course 

Class attendance 1,5 Research 
 Practical 

training 

 

Experimental 
work 

 Written 
representation 

 
Individual work 1,5 

Essay  Seminar essay  (Other)  

Mid-term exams  Oral exam 1,0 (Other)  

Written exam  Project  (Other)  

Grading and 
evaluation of 
student work in 
class and at the 
final exam 

Class attendance – 10% 

Participation in discussion – 10% 

Final exam – 80% 

 
Obligatory literature 
(available in the 
library or via other 
media) 

 

Title 
Number of 
copies in 
the library 

Availability via 
other media 

Zakonik kanonskoga prava proglašen vlašću pape 
Ivana Pavla II. s izvorima, Glas Koncila, Zagreb, 
1996., pp. 93-373 (cann. 204-746). 
P. Pranjić, Božji Narod. II. knjiga Zakonika 
kanonskog prava; kanoni 204-746 s komentarom, 
Katolički bogoslovni fakultet, Sarajevo, 2012. 
ili 

N. Škalabrin, Božji narod, (skripta), Đakovo, 1995. 
 

 

4 

 

 
 

Supplementary 
literature 

P. Pranjić, Božji Narod. II. knjiga Zakonika kanonskog prava; kanoni 204-746 s 
komentarom, Katolički bogoslovni fakultet, Sarajevo, 2012. 
J. Brkan, Obveze i prava vjernika laika, Služba Božja, Split, 2005. 
J. Šalković, Obveze i prava vjernika laika (kann. 224-231). Poslanje i djelovanje, 
Glas Koncila, Zagreb, 2009. 
J. Brkan, Klerici u zakonodavstvu Katoličke Crkve, Zbornik Kačić, Split, 2012. 
J. Brkan. Župa u zakonodavstvu Katoličke Crkve, Služba Božja, Split, 2004. 
J. Brkan. Ustanove posvećenog života i družbe apostolskog života prema Zakoniku 
kanonskog prava, Naše slovo, Šibenik, 2007. 

Quality assurance 
methods aimed at 
ensuring the 
acquisition of 
defined learning 
outcomes 

 
 

Student attendance register, participation in discussion, thorough understanding of 
the Code of Canon law, questionnaire. 

Other (according to 
the opinion of 
education provider) 

 

 


