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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
 
 

Course goals 

Familiarise students with the norms of CCL on sacraments, and particularly 
marriage. 
Understand CCL norms related to juridical-pastoral preparation for marriage. 
Remember the essence of matrimonial impediments, the relevance of matrimonial 
consent and forms of marriage contracts. 
Acquire knowledge on the content of the norms regulating other sacraments 
(the minister of the sacrament, administration – celebration and receiving of the 
sacraments, and on proof and registration). 
Learn CCL acts on Divine Worship. 

Course enrollment 

requirements and 

core competencies 

 
Knowledge of fundamental ecclesial-juridical terms. Completed course Introduction 
to the Code of Canon Law (I and II Book). 

 

 
Expected learning 
outcomes at the 
course level (4-10 
learning outcomes) 

Having successfully completed the course a student should be able to: 
1. Describe juridical and pastoral preparation for marriage. 
2. Analyse provisions on matrimonial diriment impediments in CCL. 
3. Distinguish valid and lawful marriage from invalid and unlawful/impeded 

marriage. 
4. Analyse norms on other sacraments. 
5. Define preparation for Baptism, Confirmation, Confession, Eucharist and 

Anointing of the Sick. 
6. Describe acts of the Divine Worship and the Holy Orders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Detailed course 
content (weekly 
class schedule) 

Introductory themes: Theological juridical principles on marriage (4). 
Pastoral preparation for marriage contract (2). 
Juridical preparation for marriage: ordinances of Croatian Bishops' Conference 
(HBK), enquiry of the marriage parties, documents for the marriage, matrimonial 
announcements, cases in which a permit from the local ordinary is required (3). 
On matrimonial impediments in general, a dispensation from matrimonial diriment 
impediments (2). 
Individual diriment impediments (interpretation of 12 matrimonial impediments) (6). 
The concept of matrimonial consent, incapability of giving matrimonial consent (2). 
Errors about the person that renders marriage invalid (error about the quality of the 
person, dolus-malicious fraud, simulated consent, conditioned consent, force or 
grave fear imposed from the outside), forms of giving matrimonial consent (2). 
Form of marriage contract (regular canonical form, extraordinary canonical form) 
(3). 
Location and time of marriage contract, marriage registry in the register books (2). 
Mixed marriages, the secret marriage contracts; the dissolution of the bond, the 
Pauline privilege, the Petrine privilege (2). 
The validation of marriage (simple validation, retroactive validation) (2). 
Introductory Canons on the sacraments; the Sacrament of Baptism (the celebration, 
minister, persons to be baptized, sponsors, proof and registration) (2). 
The Sacrament of Confirmation (the celebration, minister, persons to be confirmed, 



 sponsors, proof and registration) (2). 
The Blessed Eucharist (the celebration, the minister), participation in the 
Eucharist, rites and ceremonies of the Eucharist celebration, the reservation and 
veneration of the Blessed Eucharist, offences in the field of the Eucharist, the 
offerings given for the celebration of mass (3). 
The Sacrament of Penance (celebration, the minister, the penitent, indulgences). 
The Sacrament of Anointing the Sick (celebration, the minister and those to be 
anointed) (3). 
The Sacrament of the Holy Orders (the minister, the requirements in those to be 
ordained, the prerequisites for ordination, irregularities and other impediments, 
the registration and evidence of ordination) (2). 
The other acts of Divine Worship (sacramentals, the Liturgy of the Hours, Church 
funerals, the cult of the saints, sacred images and relics, vows and oaths) (2). 

Format of course 
instruction: 

☒ lectures 
 

Student obligations 
Class attendance, participation in discussion; familiarisation, analytical reading and 
filling the most important forms for the marriage contraction. 

Screening student 
work (specify 
portion in ECTS 
credits per each 
activity so that total 
number of ECTS 
credits corresponds 
to the ECTS credit 
value of the course 

Class attendance 1,0 Research 
 Practical 

training 
 

Experimental 
work 

 Written 
representation 

 Individual work 1,5 

Essay  Seminar essay  (Other)  

Mid-term exams  Oral exam 0,5 (Other)  

Written exam  Project  (Other)  

Grading and 
evaluation of 
student work in 
class and at the 
final exam 

Class attendance – 10% 
Participation in discussions – 10% 
Final written exam – 80%. 

 
 
 
 

Obligatory literature 
(available in the 
library or via other 
media) 

 

Title 
Number of 
copies in 
the library 

Availability via 
other media 

Zakonik kanonskoga prava proglašen vlašću pape 
Ivana Pavla II. s izvorima, GK, Zagreb, 1996., can. 
834-1253; 

4  

HBK, Direktorij za obiteljski pastoral Crkve u 
Hrvatskoj, KS, Zagreb, 2002., pp. 75-108, 115-130. 

1 obitelj.hbk.hr 

HBK, Direktorij za pastoral sakramenata u župnoj 
zajednici, GK, Zagreb, 2008., pp. 19-151. 

2  

N. Škalabrin, Ženidba, pravno-pastoralni priručnik, 
Đakovo, 1995., pp. 25-326. 

2  

M. Berljak, Sakramenti ozdravljenja, pokora i 
bolesničko pomazanje, pravno pastoralni komentar, 
GK, Zagreb, 2004., pp. 13-127. 

1  



 
 

Supplementary 
literature 

M. Berljak, Kumovi svjedoci. Krst-Potvrda-Ženidba, GK, Zagreb, 2010., pp. 13.-71; 
Ivan Pavao II., Pobudnica Obiteljska zajednica, Familiaris consortio, KS, Zagreb, 
1997., pp. 1-136; 
Kongregacija za bogoštovlje sakramenata, Redemtionis Sacramentum. Uputa o 
nekim stvarima vezanim uz Presvetu euharistiju koje valja obdržavati odnosno 
izbjegavati, KS, Zagreb, 2004; 
L. Gerosa, Crkveno pravo, KS, Zagreb, 2007., pp. 111-221. 
Diritto matrimoniale canonico (cura di P. A. Bonneti, e C. Gullo), LEV, vol. I., Città 
del Vaticano, 2002., vol. II., Il consenso, Lev, Città del Vaticano, 2003. 

 


