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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Course goals

Get acquainted with the legal and sociological aspects of the Catholic Church as a
subject of international law.

To get acquainted with the historical development of the relationship between the
Catholic Church and the political community, as well as to interpret the conflict
issues around which they have been in conflict throughout history and come to
common solutions.

Know the circumstances of the adoption of the concordat and be able to interpret
the content of some of them (eg the Concordat of Worm in 1122, the Napoleonic
Concordat of 1801).

Understand the relations between the Catholic Church and political communities in
the state communities of which Croatia was a member

Adopt and be able to interpret the content of the four treaties of the Holy See and
the Republic of Croatia and other subcontracting acts

Course enrollment
requirements and
core competencies

Expected learning
outcomes at the
course level (4-10
learning outcomes)

Having successfully completed the course a student will be able to:

1. Analyse historical development of the relationship between the Church and
political communities

2. Describe the historical background of the various approaches to concordats,
particularly those including Croatian people.

3. State the orders of four international Agreements between the Holy See and the
Republic of Croatia, and comment on contracts and acts made by the Croatian
Goverment and the Croatian Bishops' Conference (CBC).

4. Elaborate on the siginificance of the Agreement between the Holy See and the
Republic of Croatia for religious freedom of the Catholic Church in Croatia.

5. Compare the dimension of religious freedom the other religious communities
enjoy in Croatia.

Detailed course
content (weekly
class schedule)

Introductory lecture. Introduction to the content of the subject and the way of
working. (1) The Catholic Church as a social and legal reality. (2)

The principle of monism in pre-Christian and non-Christian societies and the
Christian principle of dualism. (2)

Cooperation of the Catholic Church and political communities around some
institutions (church services / marriage / school system). (2)

Autonomy and independence of the Catholic Church and political communities. (2)
Freedom of religion and freedom of conscience. (1) Objection of conscientious
objection. (1)

Freedom of the Catholic Church. (1)

Healthy cooperation between the Catholic Church and political communities. (1) The
relationship between the Catholic Church and the international community. (1)

The concept of concordats, agreements and international treaties. (1)

Historical overview of important concordats (The Concordat of Worms, Napoleon's
Concordat, Concordat in Austria in 1855, Montenegro Concordat 1886, Convention of
the Holy See and Austria for Bosnia andHerzegovina (2).

The Serbian Concordat 1914, The Concordat of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia 1935, The
Lateran Agreement 1929, The German Concordat 1933) (2).

Juridic position of the Catholic Church in Poland and concordats in 1925 and 1998, the
Catholic Church in the Czech Republic and Slovakia, conclusion of the historical part




(2). Juridic position of the Catholic Church in the Communist Yugoslavia, Protocol 1966,
the Law on the Legal position of Religious Communities (2).

Diplomatic relations of the Catholic Church and Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Law on
religious Communities in Bosnia and Herzegovina from 2004, Basic Agreement
between Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Holy See in 2006 (3).

Diplomatic representatives (in general), Diplomatic representatives of the Holy See
(types, duties, end of service) (2).

Short history of diplomatic relationships between the Holy See and Croatian people, the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the Holy See and the Republic of Croatia
(2). The Agreement between the Holy See and the Republic of Croatia on Legal
Questions (Canonical marriages with civil effects, Agreement on pastoral care in
penitentiaries, prisons and educational institutions, Protocol on the manner of
registration of legal entities of the Catholic Church, Agreement on pastoral care in
hospitals and other health care institutions and social welfare institutions (2).

Agreement between the Holy See and the Republic of Croatia on cooperation in the
field of education and culture (Agreement on Catholic Religious Education in Public
Schools and Religious Education in Public Preschools, Agreement on Catholic
Primary and Secondary Schools, Agreement with HRT and HBK, Agreement on
Return of Church Registers, Book of State of Souls, Chronicles and other Books of
the Communist Age regime illegally taken away from the Catholic Church). (3)
Agreement on pastoral care for the members in the armed and police forces of the
republic of Croatia, Statute of the Military Ordinariate in the Republic of Croatia,
Regulations on the organization and operation of the Military Ordinariate in the
Republic of Croatia (2). The Agreement between the Holy See and the Republic of
Croatia on Econmic Issues, the Law on Legal Position of Religious Communities in
the Republic of

Croatia from 2002 (2).
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izd. Vojni ordinarijat u RH, Zagreb, 2003., pp. 57-79.
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V. Blazevi¢, Ugovori izmedu Svete Stolice i Republike Hrvatske nekima jako smetaju,
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Quality assurance
methods aimed at
ensuring the
acquisition of
defined learning
outcomes

Student attendance register, active participation in discussion, questionnaire.

Other (according to
the opinion of
education provider)




