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COURSE TITLE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF THE CANON LAW AND SACRAMENTS 

Code 
KBT: 405 
ISVU: 82590 

Year of study I 

Course teacher/s 
Associate professor  Ivan 
Jakulj, Ph.D. 

Credit (ECTS) 4 

Assistants 
 Type of instruction 

(number of hours per 
semester) 

L S E F 

45    

Course status 
Core course Percentage of e-learning 

implementation  
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Course goals 

Introduce students with the concept of law, history of its development, the most 
important collections of Canon law and the origin and content of CCL and CLEC. 
Introduce students with the most important legal institutions from General norms of 
CLL. 
Memorise norms referring to sacraments, particularly the sacrament of Marriage in 
the Catholic Church. 
Acquire knowledge on conditions required for lawful celebration, administration and 
the reception of the sacraments.  

Course enrollment 
requirements and 
core competencies 

Completed Undergraduate Theological-Catechetic Studies. 

Expected learning 
outcomes at the 
course level (4-10 
learning outcomes)  

Having successfully completed the course a student should be able to:  
1. Describe historical development and the promulgation of the 1983 Code of 

Canon Law and the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches. 
2. Define the most important legal principles and provisions comprised in General 

norms of CCL. 
3. Differentiate legal and pastoral preparation for marriage. 
4. Analyse legal provisions on matrimonial impediments and diriments and forms 

of valid and permitted matrimonial contract. 
5. Analyse provisions on other sacraments. 
6. Describe preparation for marriage, baptism, the sacrament of confrimation, the 

sacrament of penance, the sacrament of anointing the sick and the sacrament 
of the Eucharist. 

7. Analyse provisions on the holy orders and other acts of Divine worship. 
 

Detailed course 
content (weekly 
class schedule) 

The concept of law, classification, historical review of the sources, law collections 
and codification (5). 
Introductory canons, Ecclesiastical laws (promulgation, subsurvients, interpretation, 
cessation), custom (3). 
General decrees and instructions, the single administrative act (2).  
The Canonical condition of physical persons and factors affecting legal personality 
(age, place, domicile, residence, consaguinity, in-laws, adoption and baptism), of 
moral and legal person (3). 
Legal acts, human wrongdoing, power of governance in the Church (2). 
Ecclesiastical offices (the provisions of Ecclesiastical office, canonical election, 
postulation), loss of Ecclesiastical office, the reckoning of time (2). 
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The beginning of interpretation of the Sanctifying office of the Church, introductory 
Canons; the Sacrament of Baptism (preparation, celebration, matter and form), the 
minister of baptism, the person to be baptized, sponsors, proof and registration of 
baptism (3). 
The Sacrament of Confirmation (celebration, the minister of confirmation, the 
person to be confirmed, sponsors, proof and registration of confirmation) (2). 
The Blessed Eucharist (celebration, the minister of the bleesed eucharist, 
participation in the blessed eucharist, the rites and ceremonies of the eucharistic 
celebration), the reservation and veneration of the Blessed Eucharist, offences in 
the field of the eucharist (3). 
The offering made for the celebration of mass; the Sacrament of Penitence 
(celebration, the minister, confessional secret, the penitent, indulgencies) (3).  
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick (celebration, the minister, a person to be 
anointed) (2). 
The Sacrament of the Holy Order (celebration of ordination and the minister, those 
to be ordinaded, the requirements in those to be ordained, prerequisites for 
ordination, required documents and investigation, the registration and evidence of 
ordination) (2). 
Introductory canons and the concepts from the matrimonial law (2). 
Pastoral care and the prerequisites for the celebration of marriage; Diriment 
impediments in general, dissolution from matrimonial impediments (2). 
The impediment of age, the impediment of sexual impotence, the impediment of 
bound of a previous marriage, the impediment of mixed religion, the impediment 
arising from sacred orders or from public perpetual vow of chasisty in a religious 
institute of pontifical right (2).      
The impediment of abduction/detainment, the impediment of crime, the impediment 
of consaguinity in all degrees of direct line; the impediment of consaguinity in the 
second degree of the collateral line, the impediment of public propriety, the 
impediment of legal relations (2). 
Matrimonial consent, sources of incapability of contracting marriage, errors of 
matrimonial consent, forms of giving matrimonial consent; the form of the 
celebration of marriage (regular and extraordinary canonnical forms) (2).   
Mixed marriages, the secret celebration of marriage, the effects of marriage, the 
separation of the spouses, the dissolution of the bond in the 'privilege of faith', the 
Pauline privilege, the authority of Roman Pontiff (2). 
Separation while the bond remains, the validation of marriage, simple validation, 
retroactive validation (1). 

Format of course 
instruction: 

☒ lectures 

☐ seminars and workshops 

☐ exercises  

☐ on line entirely 

☐ combined e-learning 

☐ field instruction 

☐ individual tasks   

☐ multimedia  

☐ laboratory 

☐ mentorship work 

☐ (other)  

Student obligations Regular class attendance and active participation. 

Screening student 
work (specify 
portion in ECTS 
credits per each 
activity so that total 
number of ECTS 
credits corresponds 
to the ECTS credit 
value of the course) 

Class attendance 1,5 Research       
Practical 
training 

      

Experimental 
work 

      
Written 
representation

      Individual work 2,0 

Essay       Seminar essay       (Other)       

Mid-term exams       Oral exam       (Other)       

Written exam 0,5 Project       (Other)       

Grading and 
evaluation of 
student work in 

Class attendance – 10 %;  
Participation in discussion – 10 %;  
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class and at the 
final exam 

Final written exam – 80 %. 

Obligatory literature 
(available in the 
library or via other 
media) 
 

Title 
Number of 
copies in 
the library 

Availability via 
other media 

Zakonik kanonskoga prava proglašen vlašću pape 
Ivana Pavla II. s izvorima, GK, Zagreb, 1996., kan. 
1.-203; kan. 834-1253; kan. 1671-1707. 

4  

HBK, Direktorij za obiteljski pastoral Crkve u 
Hrvatskoj, KS, Zagreb, 2002., str. 75-108, 115-130. 

1 obitelj.hbk.hr 

HBK, Direktorij za pastoral sakramenata u župnoj 
zajednici, GK, Zagreb, 2008., str. 19.-151. 

2  

Supplementary 
literature  
 

N. Škalabrin, Ženidba, pravno-pastoralni priručnik, Đakovo, 1995., str. 25.-327; 
M. Berljak, Sakramenti ozdravljenja, pokora i bolesničko pomazanje, pravno 
pastoralni komentar, GK, Zagreb, 2004., str. 13.-127; 
M. Berljak, Kumovi svjedoci. Krst-Potvrda-Ženidba, GK, Zagreb, 2010., str. 13-71; 
J. Brkan, Opće odredbe Zakonika kanonskoga prava, Makarska, 1997., str. 1-396 
(izabrana poglavlja). 
N. Škalabrin, Uvod u kanonsko pravo, Đakovo, 1994., str. 77-105; 
V. B. Nuić, Opće pravo Katoličke Crkve, KS, Zagreb, 1985., str. 3.-74; 251-404; 
541-551; 
N. Škalabrin, Postupci, Đakovo, 2000., str. 244-302; 
L. Gerosa, Crkveno pravo, KS, Zagreb, 2007., str. 111-221;  
Kongregacija za bogoštovlje i disciplinu sakramenata, Redemtionis Sacramentum, 
KS, Zagreb, 2004.  

Quality assurance 
methods aimed at 
ensuring the 
acquisition of 
defined learning 
outcomes 

Student attendace register, active participation in lectures, questionnaire in the end. 

Other (according to 
the opinion of 
education provider) 

 

 


