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COURSE TITLE HIERARCHICAL CONSTITUTION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Code 
KBT: 422 
ISVU: 82593 

Year of study I 

Course teacher/s 
Associate professor Ivan 
Jakulj, Ph.D. 

Credit (ECTS) 4 

Assistants Marko Mrše, Ph.D. 
Type of instruction 
(number of hours per 
semester) 

L S E F 

45    

Course status 
Core course Percentage of e-learning 

implementation  
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Course goals 

Introduce students with the concept of Church (One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic). 
Students should reflect on the Church as a divine-human reality particularly in 
regard to the image of the Church as conveyed by the doctrine of the II Vatican 
Council and introduce its hierarchical structure through two codices: the Code of 
Canon Law and the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches.  

Course enrollment 
requirements and 
core competencies 

 

Expected learning 
outcomes at the 
course level (4-10 
learning outcomes)  

Having successfully completed the course a student should be able to:  
1. Describe the meaning, position and a mission of the Catholic Church in this 

world. 
2. Provide arguments for models and causes of Christ's Church sustainability within 

the Catholic Church.  
3. Define the importance of hierarchical structure of the Church within the 

framework of the rights and obligations of the individual Christian in accordance 
to the baptismal equality and differences with regard to the Holy order.   

4. Describe the juridical personality of the Church, the Church services and the 
authority. 

5. Understand the meaning, role and a mission of the supreme Church authority, 
Church authority of particular churches, and a constitution, legal position and a 
mission of institutions of consecrated life and associations of apostolic life.  

6. Compare the meaning of relationship between the Latin Church and Eastern 
Catholic Churches in accordance with the respective Canons. 

Detailed course 
content (weekly 
class schedule) 

Theological-ecclesiological principles on the Church (5). 
The nature and characteristics of the Catholic Church (3). 
Baptism as a prerequisite for incorporation into the Church (3). 
The concept and classification of the faithful/Christ's faithful, their rights, obligations 
and legal position (4). 
The Supreme authority of the Church (5). 
The constitution of the Roman curia (5). 
Particular Churches and their groupings (5). 
The authority constituted within particular Churches (5). 
Church services and authorities (5). 
Eastern Catholic Churches and their relation with the Latin Church (3). 
Place, role, legal position and the purpose of the institutes of consecrated life and 
the associations of Apostolic life (2). 

Format of course 
instruction: 

☒ lectures 

☐ seminars and workshops 

☐ exercises  

☐ on line entirely 

☐ combined e-learning 

☐ field instruction 

☐ individual tasks   

☐ multimedia  

☐ laboratory 

☐ mentorship work 

☐ (other)  
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Student obligations 
Regular class attendance, participation in discussions, making of presentations of 
assigned articles from the supplementary literature.  

Screening student 
work (specify 
portion in ECTS 
credits per each 
activity so that total 
number of ECTS 
credits corresponds 
to the ECTS credit 
value of the course) 

Class attendance 1,5 Research       
Practical 
training 

      

Experimental 
work 

      
Written 
representation

      Individual work 1,0 

Essay       Seminar essay       Consultation 0,5 

Mid-term exams       Oral exam 1,0 (Other)       

Written exam  Project       (Other)       

Grading and 
evaluation of 
student work in 
class and at the 
final exam 

Lecture attendance – 10% 
Participation in discussion – 10% 
Final exam – 80% 

Obligatory literature 
(available in the 
library or via other 
media) 
 

Title 
Number of 
copies in 
the library 

Availability via 
other media 

Zakonik kanonskoga prava proglašen vlašću pape 
Ivana Pavla II. s izvorima, Glas Koncila, Zagreb, 
1996., str. 93-373. 

4 
      

Ivan Pavao II., apostolska konstitucija o Rimskoj 
kuriji Pastor bonus, u: Zakonik kanonskoga prava 
proglašen vlašću pape Ivana Pavla II. s izvorima, 
Glas Koncila, Zagreb, 1996., str. 837-967. 

4 

 

Supplementary 
literature  
 

Zakonik kanona istočnih crkava proglašen vlašću pape Ivana Pavla II. s izvorima, 
Glas Koncila, Zagreb, 1996., str. 5-315. 
J. Brkan, Klerici u zakonodavstvu Katoličke crkve, Zbornik Kačić, Split, 2012. 
J. Brkan, Obveze i prava vjernika laika, Služba Božja, Split, 2005. 
J. Šalković, Obveze i prava vjernika laika (kann. 224-231). Poslanje i djelovanje, 
Glas Koncila, Zagreb, 2009.   

Quality assurance 
methods aimed at 
ensuring the 
acquisition of 
defined learning 
outcomes 

Student attendance register, participation in discussion, questionnaire. 

Other (according to 
the opinion of 
education provider) 

 

 


